
Wear #REDinstead 

Light It Up Blue is a movement created by, and 

financially supporting, Autism Speaks. They profit 

from the sale of LIUB merchandise, including blue 

light bulbs, and any event using the LIUB logo 

provides a minimum of 20% net proceeds to Autism 

Speaks. 

If you raise $100 for Autism Speaks, how will your 

money be used? Based on an independent audit 

available on the Autism Speaks website, it might look 

something like this: 

 

 

$33 to research.  

Autism Speaks has faced scrutiny from the scientific community as recently as 2015 for 

allocating funds to vaccine-related research, despite large bodies of evidence debunking any 

connection between vaccines and autism. Their current focus is genetic research that would 

enable prenatal testing, making it possible to prevent the existence of autistic people. 

$37 to “awareness” and other services. 

When you contribute to Autism Speaks, you are supporting their damaging and offensive 

“awareness” campaigns. They devalue the lives of autistic people, frequently portraying them as 

a burden and consider this fear-mongering to be part of the “services” they provide. 

$25 to fundraising. 

 Charity Navigator’s latest rating (FYE 12/13) puts Autism Speaks’ financial performance as 2 out 

of 4, with a fundraising efficiency of $0.22. 

$5 to management and general expenses.  

In 2013, the president of Autism Speaks (Elizabeth Feld) was paid a salary over $340,000. 

 

This year, I invite you to join me in ditching your blues and wear red instead. #REDinstead (originally 

called “Walk in Red”) is a countermovement created by autistic people to “encourage inclusion and 

foster understanding rather than sound alarms or stigmatize minds.” Red stands for love, acceptance, 

support – because we don’t need any more “awareness.” 

“Autistic people have spoken. If you’re interested in being an ally to Autistic people, 

withdraw all support for Autism $peaks. Don’t promote them in any way. Don’t defend 

them. Don’t try to silence their critics. Turn off your blue lights until May.” (Nick Walker) 


